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Thomas A. Murphy, G.M.President Honorary Degree Recipients 
Delivers Commencement Address
Thomas A. Murphy, the president of 
General Motors, shared thoughts on 
how to Succeed in life and in careers 
with 216 graduating seniors at May 18 
commencement ceremonies for 
Rosary Hill College.
“Don’t stagnate,” he told the 
graduates, their friends and relatives. 
“Don’t stay in one job for too many 
years or you’ll find your mind curling 
up along with your personal vision and 
self-esteem.”
“I know the value of knowledge and 
experience, and for the good of 
General Motors, and its employees, I 
do all I can to make sure that our
promising young employees are 
moved from assignment to assignment 
and from staff to staff to give them the 
variety of new knowledge and ex­
perience that will equip them for 
greater responsibility.”
He encouraged the students to com­
municate. “Get up on your feet and 
tell people what you have on your 
mind. When I was your age I was 
scared to death of public speaking. I 
still am — but I try to do it never­
theless. This is the age of communica­
tion. To be silent today is to be dis­
enfranchised.”
Murphy’s niece, Mary M. Murphy, 
was a member of the graduating class.
Four Graduates Receive Awards
LuAnn Howe. Cynthia Krupiarz, Denise Zasowski, Linda Lee Neider.
Gerda Weissmann Klein, 
author and humanitarian. 
Doctor of Humane Letters
Thomas A. Murphy, 
President, General Motors 
Doctor of Laws
•1 . I§ v
Jean Oshei, Civic Leader 
Doctor of Humane Letters
Miss LuAnn Howe was named re­
cipient of the Alumni Senior Award. 
This award was established by the 
Alumni Association to provide a 
meanSv whereby members of the senior 
class could recognize the service of a 
classmate to others.
The Student Association’s Mary 
Angela Cana van Award for active in­
volvement in all aspects of student life 
was presented to Miss Cynthia 
Xrupiarz.
Miss Linda Lee Neider received the 
President’s Medal for leadership, a 
commitment to ideals and a dedication
Despite the obligations of national 
prominence following the release of 
her first book, “All But My Life,” Mrs. 
Kurt Klein found time to know, love 
and become concerned for the future 
of a  retarded little girl named Jenny. In 
1974, Gerda wrote a book likening 
Jenny to a blue rose — rare, different, 
beaiitiful and very special. “The Blue 
Rose,” now a childrens’ best seller, 
gave birth to the Blue Rose Founda­
tion. Proceeds of books sold through 
this foundation are used for the crea­
tion of a facility for mentally retarded 
young adults.
For his leadership role in the 
national economy and for his active 
concern for education, Thomas A. 
Murphy was awarded the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Laws. He is 1975- 
76 national fund chairman and a 
director of the United Negro College 
Fund, a director of the University of 
Illinois Foundation, a director of the 
Overseas Development Council and a 
director of the Association for the De­
velopment of Latin American 
Companies, S.A.
Mrs. R. John Oshei, a member of the 
Board of Trustees of Rosary Hill 
College, has made herself invaluable 
to Rosary Hill College as a know­
ledgeable advisor, and as a woman 
whose concern that young men and 
women have access to private higher 
education has resulted in opportunity 
for many.
She is on the board, of, or a member 
of, many area organizations. Her 
efforts have always been directed in 
some way toward the elevation of the 
quality of life in Western New York.
to the service of others. The selection 
of the recipient is made by the college 
president and a special advisory com­
mittee.
Miss Denise Zasowski, who had the 
highest academic average in the class, 
was named recipient of the James J. 
Oddy Award for Academic Ex­
cellence.
Fifty two men and women 
graduated with honors. They are:
Summa Cum Laude: Denise Jean 
Zasowski, Rebecca Cleveland, Linda 
Jean Rowley, Carol Hart Ausländer,
Please continue' on page 3.
2 response, summer 1975
New Appointments Announced
Ralph DeVito Patricia Curtis
I ®¡SSl ipil P é
S. Maura Fortkori
The Board of Trustees of Rosary 
Hill College approved the appoint­
ment of Ralph DeVito as Acting 
Executive Vice President, Miss 
Patricia Curtis as Acting Vice Presi­
dent for Academic Affairs and Sister 
Maura Fortkort, O.S.F., as Vice Presi­
dent for Student Affairs, according to 
James M. Dillon, chairman of the 
board.
In the newly created position of 
Executive Vice President, Ralph 
DeVito is responsible for Continuing 
Education, Cooperative Education, 
Corporate and Foundations relations 
and reports directly to college presi­
dent Dr. Robert Marshall.
DeVito joined the faculty of Rosary 
Hill College in 1971 as an assistant 
professor of marketing and was named 
chairman of the Business and 
Economics concentration in 1973. He 
initiated the cooperative education 
program at the college in that year. 
Mr. DeVito is currently completing his 
doctoral work through Northeastern 
University in the area of educational 
administration.
He holds a B.B.A. and an M.B.A. 
from Adelphi University, Garden City, 
New York. He was trained as a 
Chinese linguist at the School of Far 
Eastern Studies, Yale University, 
while in the U.S. Air Forcé from 1958 
to 1962. After training, he was sta­
tioned in Nationalist China.
Miss Patricia E. Curtis, a graduate of 
Rosary Hill College, holds a B.S. from 
the Julliard School of Music and an 
M.A. from Columbia University.
She joined the Music Department as 
chairman in 1957.
Miss Curtis was named a trustee of 
the college in November of 1973. 
Rosary Hill was the first college in 
Western New York to add active 
faculty to its board.
Miss Curtis will be responsible for 
all academic programs of the college.
As Acting Vice President for 
Academic Affairs, Miss Curtis re­
places Sister Marita Lannan, O.S.F., 
who had been academic dean since 
1965. She has bee ̂ associated with the 
college since 1957 as a faculty 
member. She holds a doctorate in 
education from Teachers College, 
Columbia University. She is on a 
special one-year academic leave.
Sister Maura Fortkort, O.S.F., a 
1958 graduate of Rosary Hill College 
has, for the past year, been Director of 
Counseling Services at the college.
A Ph.D. candidate in the Higher 
Education Program at the State Uni­
versity of New York at Buffalo, Sister 
Maura had been associated with 
Rosary Hill from 1965-1972 as an assis­
tant professor of education, director of 
residents, coordinator of student 
activities and director of freshmen. 
From 1972 to 1974, she was a graduate 
assistant with the Survey Center of the 
State University of New York, at 
Buffalo and Administrative Intern and 
Assistant to the president of Genesee 
Community College.
She replaces Dr. Thomas W. Miller, 
former acting vice president for stu­
dent affairs, who will be coordinator 
for the human services program within 
the psychology department. He is a 
clinical psychologist with the Veterans 
Administration and holds a joint 
appointment with the University of 
Buffalo.
Other action of the board included 
the acceptance of the resignation of 
James Perine, Vice President for 
Development, who joined the college 
in 1971. According to Dr. Marshall, 
college president, Perine’s duties will 
be absorbed by others within the col­
lege.
$8000 Scholarship Monies 
to be Awarded to 
Outstanding RHC Students
Sister Pat Russo, Mr. and Mrs. George Measer, and Dr. and Mrs. 
Robert S. Marshall greeted about 150 guests at the First Annual Presi­
dent’s- Scholarship Dinner. Mr. George Measer was chairman o f the 
event, which generated $8000 in scholarship monies to be awarded to 
outstanding Rosary Hill scholars.
Student Wins Scholarship at the Track
Virginia, though a happy winner, 
tplls “It really wouldn’t have mattered 
if I had won or lost. I had a great time, 
learned a lot, and met wonderful 
people.”
Virginia, the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Arthur Rich of Spanish River 
I^d., Boca Raton, Florida drove a 
competitive race horse to victory, and 
credits her trainer for her victory. “I 
did what he told me to do — that’s all.”
Miss Rich, a full time student, has a 
part-time job as a security guard at 
Buffalo Airport’s West Terminal. Past 
jobs have included grooming show 
horses and working as a ramp agent 
loading and unloading airplanes.
Virginia Mackenzie Rich, a Rosary 
Hill College social work major, spent a 
lot of time at the track last semester — 
and it paid off.
Virginia learned all she could about 
sulky driving, in order to compete in 
the Buffalo Raceway intercollegiate 
harness race driving championship* 
Her hard work enabled her to come in 
second in a preliminary heat and first 
in the final race. Her winnings in­
cluded a $600 scholarship awarded to 
Rosary Hill College on Virginia’s be­
half and a trophy.
About four hundred college stu­
dents tried out for the races; eight 
competed in the final race.
Art, Nature, Joined in Japanses Garden
Rosary Hill College art student Lisa 
Lynn Aschbacher didn’t take her 
senior project with her when she re­
ceived her bachelor of fine arts degree 
May 18. She donated it to the college, 
and the college is dfelfghted.
Linda created an outdoor Japanese 
garden near the Main Street entrance 
of Duns Scotus Hall. The ,16 x 20 foot 
terraced garden includes ten of Miss 
Aschbacher’s clay sculptures, a small 
reflecting pool, a miniature “gorge,” 
% inch white marble chips, moss and a 
juniper tree. The garden stands about 
three feet tall at its highest point.
Miss Aschbacher’s clay sculptures 
are inspired by nature. “Nature over­
whelms my senses,” she relates. “My 
clay work reflects sensitivities 
heightened by my experience in 
nature. I find myself constantly relat­
ing art and nature — it’s like knowing 
two close friends I wish to introduce.” 
The garden took her a year and a
half to create, from the original idea to 
the finished tranquil garden. “I hope 
that people will be able to feel a sense 
of joy in solitude when looking at it,” 
she said.
A* study of Japanese ■gardening has 
been helpful in the planning of the 
project, according to the artist. Tech­
nical factors were a consideration in 
the preparation of the sculptural 
pieces. They were designed to with­
stand the freeze of winter and other 
seasonal changes. To reduce the 
chance of breakage, the pieces were 
high fired and the clay bodies highly 
grogged. The pieces are set into sand 
for contraction in cold temperatures.
Upkeep is expected to be minimal, 
as the sand and marble chips will re­
duce wild growth.
In the project, Lisa has worked with 
Miss Carol Townsend and Mr. Dennis 
Barraclough of the art department 
faculty of Rosary Hill College.
Mr. and Mrs. Willard Genrich were very honored guests at the ele­
gant scholarship dinner. Mr. Genrich received the "President’s Award” 
for his distinguished service to Western New York. He is president o f 
Genrich Builders and is the chairman o f the New York State Board o f 
Regents Higher and Professional Education Committee. This Com­
mittee is responsible for the,chartering and incorporating o f college& 
and universities, accrediting courses o f study both within and without 
the state and in foreign countries, preparation o f the master plan o f 
higher education and licensing and regulating all the professions except 
law.
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Dear Alumnus:
Alumni News —
Why not make plans to audit a class during the summer session or fall 
semester. Alumni can audit free of charge and can get details by calling the 
Alumni Office 839-3600 ext. 212.
" It Was A  Very Good Year"
Homecoming weekend is now a thing of the past, but I know for all of us 
who participated in the activities of both evenings, the happy memories will 
linger on. I was delighted to meet so many of you, both old and new friends, 
and hope that you will not wait until celebrating another reunion year before 
returning to Rosary Hill for a visit.
The tentative schedule for the 1975-76 Alumni program is printed else­
where in the paper. As final plans for each activity are formulated, you will be 
notified by mail or through a current issue of Response.
Our first activity is the Split Club, and I would like to encourage as many of 
you as possible to join. A letter containing all of the details will be mailed to 
you early in August.
The response to our questionnaire mailed out at the end of March was 
overwhelming. Close to one thousand alumni took the time and effort requir­
ed to fill out the information requested. Right now we are in the process of 
compiling the data, and if possible, some of the statistics may be published in 
a future issue of Response. If you haven’t returned your questionnaire as yet, 
it is still not too late to do so.
We would like to feature more current information about our Alumni in 
each issue of Response. Please don’t hesitate to contact the office directly (by 
letter, telephone, or in person) — send us pictures, a write-up, etc. Rosary HiU 
has many famous alumni making important contributions within their respec­
tive communities, and we would like to share your accomplishments and 
promotions with the entire Alumni Association. You can still send this infor­
mation through yoùr respective class reporter, but you certainly may feel free 
to contact the Alumni Office yourself.
May you and your families enjoy a happy and safe summertime.
Sincerely,
Patricia O. Russo, OSF 
Director of Alumni Relations
A  Letter to The Alumni
Dear Alumni,
Serving as president of the Rosary Hill Alumni Association this past year 
has been very rewarding for me. I had the privilege of working with a truly 
superb Board of Governors and feel that we accomplished a lot.
We started the year with an informal evening rap with Dr. Robert S. 
Marshall, then new as president of Rosary Hill. Our next endeavor, the 
phonathon, was the most successful in our history. Thanks go to all of you 
who contributed, and especially to those who manned the telephones. 
(Incidentally, the telephone committee had a great time talking with old 
friends and fellow classmates. I’m sure it will be just as much fun this year!)
In December, Santa visited the Christmas party for children of alumni. You 
just had to be there to see the delight on the faces of all the kids, and the 
adults.
In February, we held a workshop on careers for those contemplating a job 
change or considering re-entering the labor market. To sum it up, I can only 
say that many people have asked when the next one will be. (Check the list of 
events in this issue... this is not to be missed!)
Family Mass in March was, as usual, a huge success with alumni and their 
families, who enjoyed breakfast together following Mass.
We ended the 1974-75 year with our annual reunion dinners to honor our 
alumni. The fine cuisine will be remembered by all.
A gracious and lovely cocktail party ended our calendar of events, but for 
me there was one more — I was honored to present the Alumni Senior Award 
to Lu Ann Howe at commencement. It was an ego trip to be part of gradu­
ation ceremonies.
I want to thank Sister Pat Russo, alumni director, Sharon Winterhiute, 
alumni secretary, and all of you who helped make this past year so successful. 
Oh, yes, and thanks for the memories!
h
Marsha Wolf Szymanski ’61
SAN ANTONIO — Carol * M. 
Kersten, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Raymond Kersten of 202 Bernhardt 
Drive, Buffalo, has been commis­
sioned a second lieutenant in the U.S. 
Air Force upon graduation from 
Officer Training School at Lackland 
AFB, Tex.
The lieutenant, selected through
competitive examination for atten­
dance at the school, now goes to 
Keesler AFB, Miss., for training and 
duty.
Lieutenant Kersten, a 1970 graduate 
of Amherst Central High School, 
received a B.A. degree in 1974 from 
Rosary Hill College. (USAF HOME 
TOWN NEWS CENTER).
Announcements
The Alumni-Senior Award was presented at commencement exercises on 
May 18 by Alumni President, Marsha Wolf Szymanski ’61, to Lu Ann Howe 
75. '
Split Club Winners:
April — Annette Mussachio, Williamsville, N.Y. 14221.
May — Bethlyn B. Burrows, Whitinsville, Mass. 01588.
June — Ann Luisi, Buffalo, N.Y. 14214.
New Officers, Board
New Alumni Officers and Members of the Board of Governors for 1975-76 
were installed at the annual Board dinner, Tuesday, May 13. They are: Presi­
dent, Carol Lano Hughes ’60; President-elect, Kay Zimmerman Radford ’66; 
Recording Secretary, Christine J. Pilecki ’73; Corresponding Secretary, Jennie 
DePerro Brummer ’68; Treasurer, Mary Globa Dafchik 70.
Also Dolores Attea Sapienza ’53, Carol Plummer Battle ’66, Cecilia T. 
Matta 74, Johanna Metz Coleman 70, Joan Attea Deinhart ’56, Mary E. Fitz­
gerald ’68, Joseph Heckel Jr. 73, Peggy Lenahan ’55, Lucille Holmes Phillips 
’67, Agnes Cleary Webb ’63, and Deborah A. Tacco ’75.
Alumni receiving Master of Science in Education degrees at Niagara 
^University commencement ceremonies on May 25, 1975 were: Sheila 
D’Aloise, Virginia Rita MacNeil, Amelia May Seifert and Brenda J. Ulrich.
A  Thoughtful Gift
Sister Pat Russo poses 
"with a beautiful terrarium, 
a gift to her from the 1975- 
76 Alumni Board.
Special Thanks To:
Cecilia Matta ’74 for planning the 
Alumni-Senior Rathskellar on Wed­
nesday, April 23. Fifty-four seniors 
enjoyed a happy evening with beer 
and snacks provided by the Alumni 
Association. Jackie Navarro 75 won 
the door prize — dinner for two at a 
Turgeon Restaurant.
Marilyn Mercer Collins ’61 for over­
all chairmanship of the reunion dinner 
on Friday, May 9, and to Zari Man- 
zella Dee ’55 and Eileen Stager Somers 
’55, Barbara Otoka Stelmach ’60, Judy 
Pappalardo Buckley ’65 and Nancy
A W A R D S  continued from page 1.
Christine F. Brodzik, Patricia Marie 
McCue, Mary Jane Centola, Linda 
Ann DiPietro, Donald G. Dunn, 
Richard Paul Dunn, Michelle Isabelle, 
Linda Lee Neider, Nina Suzanne 
Schultz.
Magna Cum Laude: Louise Marie 
Alff, Rita Santa Campanella, Kathleen 
Haase, Valerie Ann Koval, Sharlene 
Ruth Merkle, Susan Jo Militello, 
Lynne Anne Schimminger, Marie 
Cieplinski, Cynthia Karen Erbes, 
Eileen M. Koteras, Wallace Frank 
Marosek, Marie Stanley McConnell, 
Cynthia Louise Oddi, Shirley Parks, 
Ann Elizabeth Pfeiffer.
Kelly Sullivan 70 — class chairmen, 
for bringing about a successful and 
pleasant reunion celebration. About 
120 alumni and faculty participated in 
the evenings’ activities.
Nancy Swierczynski Bar an ’61, 
chairman, and co-chairman, Joan 
Attea Deinhart ’56 for hosting the 
homecoming cocktail party on Satur­
day, May 10. Over 90 alumni, faculty, 
and friends enjoyed the camaraderie 
that naturally flows from such a 
setting.
Cum Laude graduates are:
Diane Marie Berry, Linda Collins 
Birk, Shelley Lynn Bove, Judith Ann 
Civello, Roslyn Jay, Susan Latavish, 
Judith A. Lawandus, Frank Mariani, 
Laveme Irene Rogers, Heather Jean 
Ross, Mary Elise Styn, Patricia 
Wekenmann, Marlene Williams, Anne 
O’Grady Curtis, Judith Mary Dunghe, 
Judyann Spatuzzi Green, Eileen 
Frances Kelley, Julie Kresse, Dawn 
Mancini, Jacquelyn Rae Navarro, 
Lynn August Retchless, Margaret 
Barry Sackett, Deborah Ann Tocco 
and Marie Denise Weber.
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION SCHEDULE FOR 1975-76 Class News
(TENTATIVE)
JULY





19—Mail the Fund Appeal
29— Workshop (Changing Careers — 












Peter A. Siedlecki, Assistant Profes­
sor of English at Rosary Hill College, 
was elected president of the Faculty 
Senate. As the chief officer of the 
faculty of Rosary Hill College, he will 
preside over 1975-76 faculty meetings 
and the commencement ceremony.
He joined Rosary Hill 'College in 
1965 and has been a member of the 
faculty senate since 1970. He has also 
been a member of the president’s 
advisory committee, and served as 
chairman of the operations committee 
and programming committee for the 
past year.
Other officers elected are: Vice 
President, Mr. William Predmore; 
Secretary — Maura Fortkort, O.S.F., 
and Treasurer — Mr. John Segmen.
Mrs. Lucille F. Maier is outgoing 
president.
JANUARY
















18—Alumni-Senior Wine & Cheese 
Party
"2020 Vision” was the theme o f Dr. 
Thomas M iller’s baccalaureate 
address at ceremonies held the night 
before graduation. 2020 vision per­
tained to looking ahead, toward the 
year 2020, when the class o f ’75 would 
be retirement age! Dr. Miller re­
commended that the group live with 
enthusiasm, striving always to full 
potential.
1954
Irene Willett Rich, from Basking 
Ridge, New Jersey, was named in 
Who’s Who of American Women for 
1975-76. She is currently the Consumer 
News Editor, Independent-Press, 
Summit, New Jersey.
1957
Anajean “A.J.” Zurek Hauber and 
husband, Joseph, recently visited 
Buffalo from their home in Solona 
Beach, California — after attending a 
convention in Virginia. Barbara Bion- 
dolillo Guttuso entertained at a party 
in their honor.
1962
Nancy Schwaridt Kupzczuk is 
teaching in the Buffalo school system 
and her husband, Chet, is a principal. 
They have just returned after having 
both been granted a half-year sabbat­
ical leave to visit schools in Eastern 
and Western Europe. Nancy says, “It 
was a most rewarding and exciting 
experience, especially in the Eastern 
countries of East Germany, Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and Hungary. One 
highlight was my being the first from 
the United States in my family to meet 
relatives in East Germany when my 
grandfather left over 70 years ago.”
Isabelle Mokan Pyc and her hus­
band, Ron, became th^parents of twin 
boys on March 6th. Allan John and 
Kevin Ronald weighed in at 6 lbs. 13 
oz. and 6 lbs. 14 oz. respectively. Their 
daughter, Allison, will be three in 
May.
1966
Marilyn Meyers Johnston was 
awarded a Doctor of Medicine degree 
from St. Louis University at 
commencement ceremonies on May 
10, 1975.
1967
Rosanne M. Truxes is a PhJD. 
candidate at Rutgers University in the 
History of Art, specializing in the 
History of Photography. She is also 
Assistant to the Director at Rutgers 
University Art Gallery.
1969
Kathy Cornelia is living in Boston 
and is presently in social work.
Sally Crowley and Claire Poirier are 
managing a boutique shop in Malone, 
New York.
Judy Domagala Lenz is busy with 
her daughters Jenny, age 4, and Abby, 
10 months. Judy and Rob plan to open 
a new country Inn this fall in Clarence. 
The “Asa Ransom House” will feature 
a fine country menu in the charm and 
hospitality of years gone by. Judy 
designs appliqued pillows which will 
be carried in her own shop at their new 
Inn.
Donna Roppo Revette teaches 
Multi-Age Primary classes in Liver­
pool, New York. It involves three 
groups of children — Pre-First, First, 
and Second year children. Donna 
hopes to write a children’s book in the 
future and perhaps open her own 
nursery school.
An Apology
In the last issue of the “Response,” 
we didn’t give credit where credit was 
due. Louise Leiker, a reporter with 
the “Courier Express,” wrote an article 
featuring well-dressed school teachers. 
We made note of a recent Rosary Hill 
graduate whose picture appeared in 
the article, but didn’t mention that 
Louise Leikker, too, is a Rosary HiU 
alumnus.
Marriages —
Rosemary Kirchmeyer ’57 to Frank 
Reszka, on December 27, 1974.
Patricia O’Grady ’69 to Richard 
Perry, September, 1974.
Rita Poirer ’69 to Carl Revette. 
Donna Roppo ’69 to Carl Revette.
Births —
To Gail Wittman Sanchez 72 a son, 
John Matthew, April 29, 1975.
Sympathy —
Mary Lynn Bridges Barden ’58 on 
the death of her father, April, 1975.
Kathy Cornelia ’69 on the death of 
her brother, August, 1973.
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